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Board Minutes 
Advanced Television Systems Committee, Inc. 

Board of Director’s Meeting 
Wiley, Rein & Fielding 

1776 K Street NW • Washington, DC 
October 11, 2006 

 
1. Call to Order; Determination of Quorum; Approval of Agenda Chairman Bob 

Rast (MICRONAS) called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. The Attendance List 
is ATTACHMENT 1. A quorum was determined. The agenda (ATTACHMENT 2) 
was approved.  

 
2. Opening Comments (R. Rast)  

Mr. Rast indicated that he thought the most important Board action for the 
meeting would be approval of the strategic plan. 

 
3. Consideration of May 11, 2006 Draft Minutes 

The May 11, 2006 minutes were presented and approved as drafted 
(ATTACHMENT 3). 

 
4. Report of the President (M. Richer) 

 
a. Financial Report 

Mark Richer (ATSC) gave a brief overview of the financial report 
(ATTACHMENT 4).   
 

b. Status of Letter Ballots 
Mr. Richer presented the Status of Ballots report (ATTACHMENT 5). He 
highlighted the withdrawal of A/55 and approval of the new Recommended 
Practice for Transport Stream Verification (A/78). 

 
c. Other 

Mr. Richer noted the death of Wendell Bailey. Mr. Richer remarked that as 
a representative of NCTA, Mr. Bailey helped found ATSC in 1982. Mr. 
Richer said that among other things, Mr. Bailey would be remembered for 
his sense of humor.  
 

5. Technology & Standards Group (W. Miller)  
Bill Miller (ABC) gave the report of the TSG (ATTACHMENT 6). He detailed the 
work of the active specialist groups.  Mr. Miller asked the Board to revise the 
scope of work on system renewability messages (SRM) to allow for development 
of a Standard. On behalf of TSG, Mr. Miller made a motion to expand the scope 



of authorized work to allow the draft SRM standard to proceed as drafted. The 
motion was approved with Ed Barrett (Sony) abstaining.  

 
6. Planning Committee (G. Jones)  

Graham Jones (NAB) gave the report of the Planning Committee 
(ATTACHMENT 7). Mr. Jones agreed with recommendations from the Board that 
PC-2 should address their work on applications of improved ATSC transmission 
and reception within the context of the Strategic Plan.   
 

6A. FEMA Presentation (ATTACHMENT 8) 
Mr. Ed Czarnecki (SpectraRep) and Mr. Kevin Biesecker (FEMA) 
presented the FEMA Digital EAS Pilot Overview (ATTACHMENT 8). 
 
6B. NWIP – Advanced Emergency Alerting  
Mr. Jones provided an updated New Work Item Proposal (ATTACHMENT 
9)) for development of a digital emergency alert standard. Based upon the 
proposal, the Board developed the work item for Advanced Emergency 
Alerting (Attachment 10).  Representatives of Cox Broadcasting, Harris, 
NBC-U, NCTA, SpectraRep and Zenith indicated that they would support 
the new work item. Mr. Richer agreed to confirm support from the other 
organizations which were listed in the NWIP. Sterling Davis (Cox 
Broadcasting) made a motion to approve the new work item. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Glenn Reitmeier (NBC Universal) and approved.  

  
7. Nominating Committee (W. Luplow) 

Wayne Luplow (Zenith) reported on the status of the nominating committee 
(ATTACHMENT 11). He reminded the Board that ballots will go out on 
November 11th for 4 weeks.  

 
8. Strategic Plan  

Mr. Rast asked for comments regarding the revised version of the draft Strategic 
Plan (ATTACHMENT 12).  Mr. Luplow suggested that a few minor edits should 
be made to remove some third person references. Mr. Richer agreed to make the 
suggested edits before circulation to the membership. The Board agreed that the 
document be considered confidential to the ATSC membership, but that the 
President at his discretion may provide the document to other interested parties. 
Ed Barrett (Sony) suggested that the document be made public. Mr. Reitmeier 
suggested that it first be shared with the ATSC membership. Mr. Rast suggested 
that the matter of making the document available publicly be discussed during 
the next Board meeting. Mr. Reitmeier made a motion to approve the Strategic 
Plan and distribute it to the membership. Mr. Davis seconded the motion and it 
was unanimously approved. 
 

 
9. UpdateLogic Request  



Mr. Richer presented a letter (ATTACHMENT 13) from by Patrick Sansonetti 
(UpdateLogic) requesting that ATSC submit a filing to NTIA suggesting  inclusion 
of A/97 (Software Data Download Service) capability in the government funded 
digital-to-analog converters. The Board declined to act on the matter.  
 

10. Budget & Finance Committee (L. Claudy)  
Lynn Claudy (NAB) reported that the Budget & Finance Committee is in the 
process of setting up a conference call to review the 2007 budget prepared by 
the ATSC Staff. He said that the committee will have a recommendation for the 
2007 budget at the next Board meeting.  

 
11. Membership Committee (M. Richer for V. Tawil)  

Mr. Richer presented the Membership Report (ATTACHMENT 14). 
  
12.  ATSC Forum Report (W. Luplow) 

Mr. Luplow gave the report of the ATSC Forum (ATTACHMENT 15). He detailed 
the Forum’s concentration on Argentina & Chile. Mr. Rast said that there were 
discussions taking place within the ATSC Forum regarding how ATSC might 
address the needs of countries which have not yet deployed DTV systems.  
  

13.  Other Business 
a. G. Reitmeier reported on the speech on piracy delivered recently by 
Bob Wright.  
 
b. Mr. Luplow asked about the status of the InStat white paper regarding 
broadcasting.  Mr. Richer said that the draft report was in the process of 
being reviewed by the Broadcast Environment Group and that he 
expected it to be completed and distributed to the Board.  
 
c. Mr. Barrett reported that he has been appointed liaison to ATSC for the 
IEC TC-100 Audio, Video and Multimedia committee.  
 
d. Andy Scott reported that the NCTA offices have moved to 25 
Massachusetts Ave, Washington, DC. 
 

14. Schedule of Future Board Meetings 
The December 20th board meeting, to be held at NAB, will begin at 9:30 AM and 
end at 3:00 PM.  The first meeting of 2007 will be held on February 22. 
 

15.  Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:38 PM 
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ATSC Board of Directors Meeting Attendance List 


October 11, 2006 
Wiley Rein & Fielding 


1776 K St NW 
Washington, DC 


 
 


 
 


Board Members Present 
Ed Barrett, Sony  
Glenn Reitmeier, NBC Universal 
Brian Markwalter, CEA 
Bob Rast, Micronas 
Brian Smith, Philips 
Lynn Claudy, NAB 
Andy Scott, NCTA 
Sterling Davis, Cox Broadcasting  
Michael Isnardi, Sarnoff/IEEE 
Wayne Luplow, Zenith 
Ira Goldstone, Tribune (phone) 
Gavin Schutz, Ascent Media (phone) 
Graham Jones, NAB (Ex-Officio) 
William Miller, ABC (Ex-Officio) 
 
 
Staff 
Mark Richer 
Lindsay Shelton-Gross 
Jerry Whitaker (phone)  
 
Guests 
Jay Adrick, Harris 
Ed Czarnecki, FEMA 
Kevin Biesecker, SpectraRep 
John Godfrey, Samsung 








Draft Agenda
Advanced Television Systems Committee, Inc.


  
1. Call to Order; Determination of Quorum; Approval of 


Agenda
 


2. Opening Comments (R. Rast)  
3. Consideration of May 11, 2006  Draft Minutes       ACTION REQUESTED 
4. Report of the President (M. Richer)  
 a. Financial Report  
 b. Status of Letter Ballots  
 c. Other  
5. Technology & Standards Group (W. Miller)  
 a. Report  
 b. SRM Document Type ACTION REQUESTED
6. Planning Committee (G. Jones)  
 a. Report  
 b. EAS Briefing (FEMA/SpectraRep/APTS)  
 c.. EAS NWIP ACTION REQUESTED
7. Nominating Committee Report (W. Luplow)  
8. Strategic Plan (M. Richer) ACTION REQUESTED
9. Update Logic Request (M. Richer) ACTION REQUESTED
10.. 2007 Budget   (L. Claudy)  
11.. Membership Committee  (V. Tawil)  
12. ATSC Forum Liaison (W. Luplow)  
13. Other Business  
14. Schedule of Future Board Meetings  
   a. December 20, 2006  
   b. February 22, 2007  
15. Adjournment  


   


October 11, 2006
9:30 AM – 3 PM
Wiley, Rein, & Fielding
1776 K St NW
Washington, DC 20006 
Raindance #1
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DRAFT Board Minutes 
Advanced Television Systems Committee, Inc. 


Board of Director’s Meeting 
Westfields Marriott 


Chantilly, VA 
May 11, 2006 


 
1. Call to Order; Determination of Quorum; Approval of Agenda. 


Chairman Bob Rast (Micronas) called the meeting to order at 9:33 AM. 
The Attendance List is ATTACHMENT 1. A quorum was determined. The 
agenda (ATTACHMENT 2) was approved. 


 
2. Opening comments  


Mr. Rast listed the priorities for the meeting. He emphasized the 
importance of the agenda item on strategic planning in preparation for the 
July Board retreat. Mr. Rast suggested that feedback from the Annual 
Meeting be held until the end of the meeting, or sent directly to Mark 
Richer (ATSC). 
 
Mr. Rast called on Michael McEwen (CDTV) who formally announced that 
the Canadian Digital Television organization will be dissolved effective 
August 31, 2006.  Mr. McEwen said that he is resigning from the ATSC 
board effective immediately following this meeting. Michael provided some 
CDTV historical background.   


 
3. Consideration of March 11, 2006 Draft Minutes 


The March 11, 2006 minutes were presented and approved as drafted. 
(ATTACHMENT 3). 


 
4. Report of the President  


a. Financial Report 
Mark Richer (ATSC) gave a brief overview of the financial report 
(ATTACHMENT 4).   
 


b. Status of Letter Ballots 
Mr. Richer directed the board to the written report for detailed 
information on the status of letter ballots (ATTACHMENT 5). 
 


c. Other 
Mr. Richer thanked the ATSC staff for their efforts to make the 
Annual Meeting a success. In particular, he expressed his 







appreciation to Lindsay Shelton-Gross for her hard work.  
 


5. Technology and Standards Group  
Bill Miller (ABC) gave the TSG report which is ATTACHMENT 6.  As a 
part of the report he indicated that the Bit Stream verification document 
would be balloted as a Recommended Practice rather than an 
Informational Document.  Wayne Luplow suggested that members should 
be notified that the Patent Policy would apply to this document.  Mr. Richer 
agreed and indicated that he would send a notice.  
 
Mr. Rast suggested that in the interest of time, the Board move on to the 
discussion on Strategic Planning and come back to other agenda items 
later in the meeting.   
 


6. Strategic Planning 
Mr. Richer presented a status report on the strategic planning process and 
outlined the next steps (ATTACHMENT 7).   
 
a. Broadcast Environment Group 


Sterling Davis (COX Broadcast) gave the report of the Broadcast 
Environment Group which is ATTACHMENT 8.  He explained that Jay 
Adrick of Harris made arrangements for In-Stat to provide a significant 
amount of research regarding the TV market.  Mr. Davis went on to 
report that ATSC has contracted with In-Stat to conduct interviews with 
broadcast executives and to develop a white paper to help provide 
more information about the broadcast market.   Brian Markwalter 
(CEA), Joseph Flaherty (CBS) and Ed Barrett (Sony) expressed 
concerns about the process used to retain In-Stat. Mr. Rast pointed out 
that the Board Chair and Vice Chairs were aware of the plan to sign 
the agreement with In-Stat.  Mr. McEwen said that he thought the 
agreement was a good value and was a reasonable approach for the 
strategic planning process.  Mr. Rast suggested that the Budget & 
Finance Committee could consider the expenditure approval process if 
desired. Mr. Richer agreed to provide a copy of the agreement with In-
Stat to Mr. Markwalter and Mr. Flaherty. Glenn Reitmeier (NBC) 
presented some of the slides that he created which illustrate what he 
believes is a likely direction for broadcasting. Mr. Davis completed the 
presentation.  
 


b. Non-Realtime Group  
Mr. Reitmeier and Michael Isnardi (IEEE) presented the work of the 
Non-Realtime Group which is ATTACHMENT 9. 
 


c. Receivers Group  
Brian Smith (Philips) briefed the Board on the work of the Receivers 
Group (ATTACHMENT 10).  Mr. Rast pointed out that one of the 







things that he has heard a lot about is the need for a return path for 
broadcast television.  He suggested that the receiver group consider 
this issue.  Ira Goldstone (Tribune) said that he thought the Receiver 
Group should focus more on ATSC implementations including 
improved receiver performance and advanced coding. 
 


d. Video/Audio Group 
Mr. Rast gave the presentation for the Video and Audio topic group 
which is (ATTACHMENT 11). 


 
e. Transmission Group  


Jerry Whitaker (ATSC) presented the Transmission Group Report 
(ATTACHMENT 12). During his presentation, Mr. Whitaker referred to 
a project overview (ATTACHMENT 13) and spreadsheet of 
documenting the various issues relate to transmission (ATTACHMENT 
14). 
 


f. Service Levels Group) 
Lynn Claudy (NAB) gave the presentation for the Service Levels Group 
(ATTACHMENT 15). 


 
g. Retreat Agenda and Strategic Plan Outline  


Mr. Richer reviewed the draft retreat agenda (ATTACHMENT 16) and 
Strategic Plan Outline (ATTACHMENT 17).  Mr. Rast said that he 
thought it was important that the groups bring to the retreat their key 
findings and recommendations.  


 
7. Appointment of Nominating Committee  


Mr. Richer laid out the options for filling the position made vacant by Mr. 
McEwen’s resignation.  He pointed out that the person elected to this 
position would serve out Mr. McEwen’s term which ends December 31, 
2007. The Board agreed that the Nominating Committee should handle 
this open position at the same time it solicits nominations for the terms 
ending in 2006.  Wayne Luplow (Zenith) agreed to chair the Nominating 
Committee. In addition to the JCIC appointed Board members, Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Davis agreed to serve on the Nominating committee.  
 


8. Planning Committee  
a. Status Report  


Graham Jones (NAB) gave the Planning Committee report 
(ATTACHMENT 18).  
 


b. Emergency Alerting  NWIP  
Mr. Jones presented the New Work Item Proposal (NWIP) on 
Advanced Emergency Alerting (ATTACHMENT 19).  Mr. 
Markwalter said that CEA is working with SCTE on emergency 







alerting and that it is important that coordination take place. Mr. 
Goldstone said that he thought it was important to have a broadcast 
based emergency alert system. Andy Scott (NCTA) said that the 
cable industry was moving forward with their alert system.  He said 
that it’s a good idea for ATSC to develop an approach for a 
broadcast emergency alerting system and suggested that ATSC 
consider the FEMA work with public television. Mr. Richer said that 
the proposal for starting this work has been in front of the Board for 
approximately three years and that he did not want to be in a 
position of having to explain why it has not moved forward. He 
suggested that Mr. Jones work with Mr. Markwalter and Mr. Scott to 
refine the NWIP as necessary, circulate it to the Board by email and 
if there are no substantive objections the work will be approved.  
The Board agreed to the approach suggested by Mr. Richer.  
 


9. Patent Statements  
Mr. Richer presented for Board review two patent statements from 
Eastman Kodak (ATTACHMENTS 20 & 21) regarding DASE & ACAP and 
one from ETRI (ATTACHMENT 22) regarding extensions to PMCP.  
 


10. IPR Committee Report 
Mr. Richer reported that the IPR Committee held a conference call to 
discuss the issue of whether the Patent Policy should continue to require 
disclosure of intellectual property in Recommended Practices.  He said 
that the IPR committee did not reach a consensus to change the policy. 
Representatives of Zenith who had raised the issue agreed to review the 
Patent Policy. The IPR Committee agreed to meet again if Zenith wanted 
further consideration of the matter.  Mr. Richer went on to report that the 
IPR Committee did not make any recommendations on the related issue 
of whether the Copyright and Reference policy should be revised to 
disallow normative references in Recommended Practices.   
 
Mr. Richer said that the IPR Committee also considered the suggestion 
from Ed Barrett (Sony) to eliminate the requirement that the Board review 
patent disclosure statements.  He said that the IPR Committee agreed that 
the Board should continue to review the statements and that the new 
version of the policy simplified the process since it requires the use of a 
form.  
 


11. Process: Minimum Vote Requirement 
Mr. Smith suggested that at some time in the future the Board should 
consider whether or not there should be a minimum vote requirement to 
approve an ATSC Standard.  
 


12. ATSC Forum Liaison report  







Mr. Luplow referred the Board to his written report which is 
ATTACHMENT 23.  
 


13. Membership Committee 
Victor Tawil (MSTV) gave the membership report (ATTCHMENT 24). He 
also reported that Mr. Richer gave a presentation on ATSC at the MSTV 
breakfast during the NAB convention. Mr. Tawil agreed to arrange a call of 
the Membership Committee.  


 
14. Other Business 


There was no other business.  
 


15. Schedule of Future Meetings 
a. July 12-13 (Strategic Planning Retreat) 
b. Oct. 11th 
c. December 20th  
 


16. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:54 PM. 
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 Advanced Television Systems Committee
 Balance Sheet
 As of October 4, 2006


Oct 4, 06
ASSETS


Current Assets
Checking/Savings


1001 · SunTrust M.M. 199,758.32
1002 · Indep M.M. 683,852.71
1003 · Checking 35,763.02


Total Checking/Savings 919,374.05


Accounts Receivable
1200 · Accts Rcvbl - Dues 166,787.00
1201 · Accts Rcvbl - Other 20,647.67


Total Accounts Receivable 187,434.67


Total Current Assets 1,106,808.72


Fixed Assets
Fixed Assets


1500 · Equipment & Furniture 46,836.16
1510 · Accumulated Depreciation E & F -29,531.88


Total Fixed Assets 17,304.28


Total Fixed Assets 17,304.28


TOTAL ASSETS 1,124,113.00


LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities


Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable


2000 · Accounts Payable 5,000.00
Total Accounts Payable 5,000.00


Credit Cards
2200 · American Express


2201 · Mark Richer -1,497.49
2204 · Jerry Whitaker 79.95


Total 2200 · American Express -1,417.54


Total Credit Cards -1,417.54


Other Current Liabilities
2015 · Prepaid Dues 4,500.00


Total Other Current Liabilities 4,500.00


Total Current Liabilities 8,082.46


Total Liabilities 8,082.46


Equity
3900 · Net Assets - Unrestricted 736,781.90
Net Income 379,248.64


Total Equity 1,116,030.54


TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,124,113.00
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ADVANCED TELEVISION SYSTEMS COMMITTEE, INC


BUDGET REPORT
For the Period Ended October 4, 2006


BUDGET ACTUAL
2006 Thru Oct 4th


REVENUE
Membership Dues 902,400$            870,125$      
Late Fees 3,485$          
Seminar Revenue 68,400$              5,009$          
Interest Income 6,000$                17,395$        
Meeting Sponsorships 8,000$                31,750$        
Newsletter Sponsorships 7,000$                3,062$          


TOTAL REVENUE 991,800$           930,826$      


EXPENSE
    Program Services: 
Seminars 60,420$              2,621$          


Total Program Services: 60,420$              2,621$          


Management & General: 
Salaries & Benefits 651,998$            472,183$      
Professional Fees 47,100$              47,734$        
Travel & Business 37,750$              26,246$        
Rent 53,417$              39,740$        
Telephone & Internet 25,527$              17,739$        
Duplication & Printing 2,000$                212$             
Office Supplies & Equipment 15,800$              4,542$          
Insurance 12,426$              11,617$        
Postage & Shipping 2,000$                571$             
Newsletter 19,200$              9,878$          
Meetings 36,500$              98,307$        
Other 14,400$              10,014$        


Total Management & General: 918,118$            738,783$      


GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES 978,538$           741,404$      


ESTIMATED NET INCOME 13,262$             
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Status of Ballots 
Prepared for the 11 October 2006 Board of Directors Meeting 


The current status of ballots is given in the following table. Note that the column “Scope” is taken from the scope statement contained 
in the balloted document. Note also that the document names given below do not include revision numbers, since they are different 
from the TSG ballot to the ATSC ballot. Additional information, including documents at all steps in the process, from TSG ballot 
through publication, can be found on the Ballot Status page of the ATSC Members’ Web site. See: 


http://www.atscmembers.org/sg/Ballot/ballot_status.html 


Document Number and 
Title 


Scope TSG Ballot ATSC Ballot Status 


Issued 26 June 
2006 


Issued 11 August 
2006 


Closed 24 July 
2006 


Closed 8 
September 2006 


Withdrawal of Standard 
A/55, 
“Program Guide for Digital 
Television” 


This document defines a Standard for System Information (SI) 
compatible with digital multiplex bit streams constructed in accordance 
with ISO/IEC 13818-1 (MPEG-2). 


Approved: 
20 yes 
0 no 
4 abstain 


Approved: 
39 yes 
0 no 
3 abstain 


Document 
withdrawn; 
appropriate note 
placed on 
Standards page. 


Issued 6 June 
2006 


Issued 14 August 
2006 


Closed 5 July 
2006 


Closed 11 
September 2006 


Approved: 
17 yes 
0 no 
4 abstain 


Approved: 
24 yes 
0 no 
5 abstain 


TSG-701 
“Amendment No. 1 to 
Conditional Access 
System for Terrestrial 
Broadcast, Doc. A/70A” 


As originally intended, the CA_system_id field in ATSC A/70 was 
intended to mirror and take values directly from the DVB-maintained 
list of CA_system_id in ETR 162. This intention was not fully codified in 
the document. This amendment corrects this error, as well as updating 
the reference to FIPS 46-3 (DES) and correcting a typographical error 
in reference 10. 


Editorial privilege: 
17 yes 
1 no 
3 abstain 


Editorial privilege: 
25 yes 
0 no 
4 abstain 


Published as 
Amendment No. 1 
to A/70A 







ATSC TSG-695r1 Status of Ballots Report 11 October 2006 


 2 


Document Number and 
Title 


Scope TSG Ballot ATSC Ballot Status 


Comments 
received from 
three members; 
see TSG-705 


Comments 
received from 
two members; 
see TSG-708 


Issued 6 June 
2006  


Issued 15 August 
2006 


Closed 5 July 
2006 


Closed 2 
September 2006 


Approved: 
11 yes 
0 no 
8 abstain 


Approved: 
24 yes 
0 no 
5 abstain 


Editorial privilege: 
13 yes 
0 no 
6 abstain 


Editorial privilege: 
26 yes 
0 no 
3 abstain 


TSG-675 
“ACAP Service Signaling 
and Announcement" 


This Standard augments the MPEG-2 transport signaling defined in 
A/101 by defining the required signaling for current services and the 
mechanism for announcement of future services. 


Comments 
received from 
three members; 
see TSG-704 


Comments 
received from 
one member; 
see TSG-709 


Published as A/102 


Issued 2 June 
2006 


Issued 16 August 
2006 


Closed 30 June 
2006 


Closed 13 
September 2006 


Approved: 
16 yes 
0 no 
6 abstain 


Approved: 
26 yes 
0 no 
6 abstain 


TSG-698 
"Amendment to ATSC 
Digital Television 
Standard, Doc. A/53E 
Annex A 


This Amendment to A/53E Annex A brings the document in alignment 
with the AFD and bar data work being undertaken concurrently by the 
SMPTE and CEA. The only changes are to semantics, not syntax. One 
new constraint is added, and that is that only one pair of bar data may 
be sent. 


Editorial privilege: 
18 yes 
0 no 
4 abstain 


Editorial privilege: 
26 yes 
0 no 
5 abstain 


Published as 
Amendment No. 2 
to A/53E 
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Document Number and 
Title 


Scope TSG Ballot ATSC Ballot Status 


Comments 
received from 
one member; 
see TSG-702 


Comments 
received from 
two members; 
see TSG-710 


Issued 12 July 
2006 


Issued 21 August 
2006 


Closed 9 August 
2006 


Closed 18 
September 2006 


Approved: 
11 yes 
0 no 
1 abstain 


Approved: 
17 yes 
0 no 
7 abstain 


Editorial privilege: 
11 yes 
0 no 
1 abstain 


Editorial privilege: 
19 yes 
0 no 
5 abstain 


PS-76A 
"Programming Metadata 
Communication Protocol 
Standard, Revision A" 


This standard defines a method for communicating metadata related to 
PSIP, including duplicate data that needs to be entered in other 
locations in the transport stream. 


This revision added support for the ACAP data broadcast services and 
changed to a modular design approach. It also included one minor 
change in order to add optional support for multiple languages in the 
RRT. 


Comments 
received from 
two members; 
see TSG-706 


Comments 
received from 
two members; 
see TSG-711 


Published as A/76A 


Issued 2 June 
2006 


Issued 23 August 
2006 


Closed 30 June 
2006 


Closed 20 
September 2006 


Approved: 
14 yes 
2 no 
5 abstain 


Approved: 
18 yes 
0 no 
5 abstain 


TSG-697 
ATSC Recommended 
Practice: Transport 
Stream Verification" 


This Recommended Practice provides a common methodology for 
describing Transport Stream conformance criteria. This RP explicitly 
describes the elements and parameters of A/53 and A/65 that should 
be verified in an ATSC Transport Stream for it to be considered a 
proper emission. It does not cover RF, captioning or elementary 
streams. 


Editorial privilege: 
16 yes 
1 no 
4 abstain 


Editorial privilege: 
19 yes 
0 no 
4 abstain 


Published as A/78 
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Document Number and 
Title 


Scope TSG Ballot ATSC Ballot Status 


Comments 
received from 
seven members; 
see TSG-703 


Comments 
received from 
one member; 
see TSG-712 


The following documents were approved for TSG ballot on 26 September 2006. 


Document Number and Title Scope Status 


TSG-800-1, A/53 Part 1, 
System 


TSG-800-2, A/53 Part 2 RF 
Transmission 


TSG-800-3, A/53 Part 3, 
Transport Service/Multiplex 


TSG-800-4, A/53 Part 4, 
MPEG-2 Video 


TSG-800-5, A/53 Part 5, AC-3 
Audio 


TSG-800-6, A/53 Part 6, E-AC-
3 Audio 


The core reason for this proposed change is to permit modifications in one 
"Part" to be made without impacting the entire document. No substantive 
changes are being proposed; the intent, rather, is an editorial restructuring of 
A/53E into six parts, as detailed. 


Ballot pending. The recently published 
Amendment No. 2 to A/53E needs to be rolled 
into Part 4, and format/packaging work remains 
to be completed. It is expected the ballot will be 
issued before October 27. 


S8-640r2 
Working Draft: ATSC 
Parameterized Services 
Standard 


This supplementary standard defines a general purpose method to enable 
announcement of the technical attributes of program elements that must be 
supported in a receiving device to render the programming on a particular 
virtual channel. It is not a replacement for fully-defined and optimized 
combinations of program elements defined for a particular service type, such 
as those established by A/53 and A/97. 


Ballot pending. It expected this ballot will be 
issued before October 20. 


TSG-799r2 
Working Draft: Corrigendum 
No. 1 to A/54A, Guide to the 
Use of the ATSC Digital 
Television Standard 


ATSC Recommended Practice A/54A, “Guide to the Use of the ATSC Digital 
Television Standard,” was published on 4 December 2003. It recently came to 
the attention of ATSC staff that the trace of Figure 8.1, “Segment error 
probability, 8-VSB with 4 state trellis decoding, RS (207,187),” is not correctly 
positioned relative to the horizontal axis. The replacement figure contained in 
this document corrects this error. 


Ballot pending. It is expected this ballot will be 
issued before October 13. 
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S13-351r3 
Working Draft ATSC 
Standard: System 
Renewability Message 
Transport 


This document defines the method for transport of System Renewability 
Messages. A System Renewability Message (SRM) is a message issued by 
the administrator of a Content Protection System (CPS) that, when sent to 
devices that use that CPS, can revoke permission of certain devices or 
groups of devices to obtain content protected by that CPS. Different CPSs will 
each have their own SRMs to maintain the integrity of their systems; e.g., in 
the event that device keys are stolen and cloned. Annex A provides an 
insertion model for SRM distribution, and Annex B presents an informative 
overview of how System Renewability Messages are used. 


Ballot pending Board action. 
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Report of TSG Activities


October 2006
Bill Miller


TSG Chair


Standards Published


• A/55 withdrawn
• A/70A Amd. 1 – Use DVB CA_system_id
• A/102 – ACAP Service Signaling and 


Announcement 
• A/53E Amd. 2 – Revise AFD and Bar Data 


semantics
• A/76A – Adds ACAP support
• A/78 – Transport Stream Verification RP
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A/53 Restructure


• Strictly editorial
• Separates A/53 into six parts, each part 


independently maintainable
– TSG-800-1, A/53 Part 1, System
– TSG-800-2, A/53 Part 2, RF Transmission
– TSG-800-3, A/53 Part 3, Transport Service/Multiplex
– TSG-800-4, A/53 Part 4, MPEG-2 Video
– TSG-800-5, A/53 Part 5, AC-3 Audio
– TSG-800-6, A/53 Part 6, E-AC-3 Audio


• PS ballot authorized by TSG action


S1 - PMCP


• Work on PMCP RP is stalled due to a 
lack of volunteers
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S2 - ACAP


• Inactive


S3 – Digital ENG Communications


• CS/TSG 696r1, DRL ATPC std 
– Expect to advance to PS in December


• Field Communications WD 
– Expect to advance to CS in December
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S6 – Audio and Video Coding


• Low bit rate coding discussions
– How low can one go while obeying ATSC 


constraints?
– Results may provide guidance to users and 


manufacturers
• Changes to dialnorm measurement 


technology
– Recent ITU-R work (B.S 1770 and B.S 1771)
– Possible amendments to A/53-5 and A/53-6


S8 – Transport Systems (1)


• Content Identification – ISO descriptor
– Amendment to A/65 or A/57 to describe ISO 


descriptor
– Amendment to A/57 describing ISAN and 


TSID/house-number methods
• Multiple String Structure Mode Byte


– Internal discrepancy – see S8-642r1
• A/65C Corrigendum – to correct an error in a 


figure
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S8 – Transport systems (2)
• A-VSB Transport Questions


– S9 asked S8 to consider the implications of certain 
modifications to the ATSC transport structure


– There may be ripple effects into S6
• Parameterized Services (Component List Descriptor)


– S8-640r2
– S8 Consensus recommendation to raise to PS by TSG letter 


ballot
• TSG approved issuing PS letter ballot


– SCTE has a similar proposal before it
• ATSC liaison to SCTE urging harmonization


S9 – RF Transmission
• A-VSB evaluation continues


– Draft  test plan is complete
• A/54A corrigendum 


– 2-week TSG letter ballot to raise to PS
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S10 – Receivers


• Limberg correspondence re T3-600 TGR


S13 – Data Broadcasting


• SRM draft standard
– Defines SRM transport (new table section)


• Specifies maximum bit rate in buffer model
• Informative insertion model


– TSG determined that to work, this must be a 
standard


– NWIP does not authorize a standard
– Board action requested by TSG


• PS letter ballot deferred pending Board approval 





