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TO: ALL ATSC MEMBER COMPANIES
I am writing to you today – as the ATSC’s Enhanced VSB (E-VSB) proposed standard moves ahead for final
ratification by the ATSC membership -- to ask for your support. We believe that this backwards-compatible
standard is critical to ensure that free over-the-air television remains a part of the American landscape.
More than four years ago, the broadcast industry requested enhancements to the RF delivery system to allow
them to compete more effectively in a changing marketplace. The E-VSB proposed standard before you is
the result of that request and a grueling approval process that included peer review, competitive laboratory
and field testing, and an active standards drafting process.
There has been a lot of healthy debate in the standards-setting process and as a result, the potential exists for
misunderstandings. The attached brochure provides what we believe is a factual representation of the
benefits of approving the E-VSB standard.
Now that the ATSC ballot is going to the membership, you may hear from a vocal minority making
unfounded and erroneous claims about E-VSB’s performance. The fact is: a comprehensive million-dollar
industry program with 240 field test data points shows conclusively that E-VSB technology enables vastly
improved indoor reception because of its 6 dB better signal to noise threshold and will enable pedestrian and
hand-held receivers.
But the question at stake here is larger than improved indoor reception and potentially new services. If the
ATSC is to remain relevant as a standard-setting body it must answer the needs of a changing world. The
broadcast industry needs are changing, and the ATSC, as a standards-setting body, has spent four years
developing a solution to meet those changing needs.
If in the final hour the ATSC cannot deliver what is needed, then I believe we will have lost our way.
Solutions will be developed around us and in the end the need for the ATSC standards setting process will be
questioned. The simple positive act of voting YES on the E-VSB standard can ensure that we meet the
emerging needs of our industry as well as cement the position of the ATSC as the provider of these solutions.
Thank you for your consideration and if you have questions or would like to discuss this issue further, please
feel free to contact me at 1-847-941-8048 (richard.lewis@zenith.com) or Wayne Luplow at 1-847-941-8263
(wayne.luplow@zenith.com).
Sincerely,
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scoring its support for “the standardization of E-VSB
as an ATSC Standard and the subsequent grant of

The time has come for Enhanced VSB to

authority from the FCC to deploy this technology…”

be ratified by the ATSC membership. Vote
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